LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

Rail service on or adjacent to marine terminals reduces truck traffic on urban
streets but consumes scarce urban waterfront land (photograph courtesy Port
ofTacoma).

provide for rail service that is on or adjacent to the marine terminal;
this would reduce the need for trucks to move containers from marine
to rail terminals by way of urban streets. This option, however, is
suitable for containers to be moved more than 500 mi from the port,
instead of for those destined for the local market. When terminals
need to be reconfigured to provide this efficiency gain, waterfront
land is required. Most ports are in major metropolitan areas, where
commercial development of urban waterfronts is increasing the com-
petition for available land. Commercial development of waterfront
land can earn far more revenue for local governments than can most
maritime uses. It is not surprising that three-fourths of the port offi-
cials surveyed report that competition is increasing for available wa-